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-)  ANNUAL  REPORT  (- 

of 

-)  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  (- 

for  the 

-)  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ALTON  (- 
for  the  year  1925. 


/ 


ANNUAL  HSPOKT 


of  the  '.edical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Urban  Fistrict  of  Alton 

for  the  year  1925. 


Gentlemen, 

I be#  to  oresent  my  Animal  Report  for  1925,  the  population 
of  the  Town  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  as  5410,  In  1924, 

the  population  was  5486. 

The  area  is  3925  acres,  and  the  number  of  inhabited  houses 

in  1921  was  1415. 


The  Rateable  value  is  £25626,  and  the  sum.  represented  by  a 

penny  rate  is  £106,  15,  8. 


•3t tracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Total  94 


legitimate,  R.  47.  F.  37. 


Illegitimate.?*.  5.  F.  5, 

Births  in  1924 

Birth  Butt  per  1000 

3irth  l*ate  per  IOC'  in  1924.  - 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  in  England  and  dales , - 

Birth  Hate  per  1000  in  England  and  dales  in  1924 


107. 


Lft ftths.*.  24 


f.  ai 


Total  57 


Beaths  in  1924  ------- 

Heath  Bate  per  1000  ------ 

Heath  Bate  per  1000  in  1924.  - 

Heath  late  per  1000  in  England  and  Rales. 

' eath  Rate  per  1000  in  England  and  Vales  in  1924 


71 


eaths  in  Infants  under  1 year 


Total  3 
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Death  Pate  per  1000  births  - - ~ ~ - 31,0. 

Death  Pate  per  1000  births  in  .iAiglarid  ai id  Wales  - 75. 


(SmML  HOTFION  OP  HBALTH  SSEIYIC3S  IN  TIE  JRSA. 


' anatoria  for  Tuberculous  Ptients  are  provided  by  the 
County  Council  as  well  as  provision  for  Sisal  1 Pox  cases. 

maternity  «ard  is  available  in  the  County  Hospital  at  winchester, 
arrangements  being  l^-de  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

a flo,^tqge  nosnital  which  is  supported  oy  voluntary  contribut- 
ions contains  20  beds.  A large  number  of  cases  can  be 

accommodated  there,  among  them  some  children,  and  occasionally 
maternity  cases.  This  Hospital,  which  has  been  in  existence 

for  many  years  was  rebuilt  in  1923,  and  opened  in  1924.  It 

is  now  one  of  the  most  uo-to-date  Cottage  Hospitals  in  England. 

The  > ■ o rahous e inii rmary  accommodates  a number  of  patients 
and  also  has  an  annexe  for  small  homeless  children.  a large 

new  Infirmary  is  being  ouilt. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  consists  of  two  blocks,  one  containing 
two  wards  of  ten  beds,  and  the  ocher  two  wards  of  four  and  two  beds 
It  has  therefore  only  accommodation  for  two  diseases.  The 

Isolation  Hospital  is  held  jointly  by  the  Urban  District  and  Rural 
Councils. 

une  Ambulance  bis  available  for  Accident  and  infectious  cases, 
j’.  Child  welfare  Centre  is  situ- ted  in  Church  Street  under 
the  direction  of  the  County  Ledieai  Officer  of  Health.  The 

nearest  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  is  at  Aldershot,  and  is  under  the 
direction  of  the  County  Ledical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Ledical  officer  of  Health  is  part  time,  his  salary  being 


2, 


paid  by  the  Council. 

0.  V.  Payne.  L.B.  3.  Cb. 

Unitary  Inspector.  G.  a.  Hebb. 

One  Hurae  is  available  for  Home  hursing.  Her  salary  is 

paid  by  a cursing  association,  and  with  no  assistance  froir  the 
County  or  Urban  listriet  Councils.  no  other  nurse  is  available 

for  infectious  diseases. 

Jne  <urs e provided  by  the  County  Council  acts  as  nealth 
Visitor,  School  and  Tuberculosis  Nurse. 

There  are  four  idwives  practising  in  the  I istrict. 


LEGISLATION  iH  ECR03. 

i.doptive  nets. 


Public  Health  Act  1925  (Parts  H to  1) 

Public  Health  Act  1907  except  Section  51.  68.  76.  77.  78. 

79.  60.  82.  83.  84.  85.  91.  92.  93.  94.  95 


Byelaws . 

nuisances.  ) 

Lodging  Houses.  j 4.  9.  1907. 

Tents  Vans  Sheds. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  1.11.  1907. 


New  Streets  and  Hew  i^uildi ngsH.  9.  1^07.  (now  under 

revision; 

Lacioval  of  House  Kefuse.  17.  3.  1925. 

Slaught ex  houses.  17.  3.  1925. 


3 


* 


f-ANITARY  CIECU^TinCSS  CF  TiiS  AREA. 

A 

0 l 

bATKh. 

The  water  supply  of  alt  on  is  obtained  from  a ater  i’.orks 
owned  by  the  Council.  The  water  is  obtained  from  a deep  well 
and  boring  sunk  to  an  approximate  depth  of  617  feet,  into  the 
upper  Grreenrand,  and  a constant  supply  is  maintained  by 
gravitation  to  the  whole  of  the  town  direct,  to  the  houses,  with 
the  exception  of  an  outlying  part  of  the  Urban  district  known  as 
joeech  and  a few  isolated  houses  and  farms. 

The  number  of  persons  supplied  from  the  .ater  r.orks  is  about 
5000,  and  ample  supply  of  undoubted  purity  is  maintained  at  all 
times,  though  t lie  water  is  of  a somewhat  hard  character,  and  there 
is  no  risk  of  contamination. 

' he  remainder  ,of  the  Tistrict  relies  upon  rain  water  or 
local  wells  for  its  water  supply.  Every  care  is  exercised  to 

see  that  all  rain  water  tanks  and  wells  are  constructed  in  such 
a runner  that  no  contamination  is  possible,  and  no  eases  have  been 
noticed. 

beech,  with  a population  of  about  4U0,  is  so  situated 
geographically  that  a supply  from  the  existing  «ater  ><orks  is 
not  possible  without  pumping. 

KIVffS  Alii.  STBEAIff . 

Pollution  of  the  . :ver  bey  by  the  effluent  from  the  Sewage 
I isposal  ,orks  owned  by  the  Council  has  been  alleged  by  ti e Thames 
Conservancy.  The  .orks  were  reconstructed  in  li*24  - 25,  on 
up-to-date  lines,  and  no  re  orts  of  pollution  have  since  been 
received. 
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DRAINAGE  m SIWKHAGK. 


The  portions  of  the  Urban  area  supplied  with  water  are 
efficiently  drained  on  the  water  carriage  system  by  gravitation 
to  a ruin  .•in  * station,  whence  the  U swags  is  pimped  to  the  disposal 
works  about  one  mile  from  the  Tovvn  ana  treated  through  a newly 
constructed  system  of  sedimentation,  humus  tanka  and  percolating 
filters,  producing  a uniformly  good  effluent. 

All  houses  are  provided  with  water  closets  and  interceptors 
and  are  ventilated. 

j^eech  and  a few  outlying  houses  are  provided  with  earth 

closets  and  cesspools. 

FCATOSIaS. 

The  scavenging  of  the  whole  of  the  Urban  district  is 
carried  out  by  the  Council. douse  refuse  is  removed  fortnightly 
from  Beech,  weekly  in  the  Town,  and  twice  weekly  from  certain 
premises  found  to  be  necessary. 

The  refuse  is  removed  to  the  few  age  Disposal  forks,  rubbish 
burned,  the  remainder  mixed  with  sludge,  and  disposed  of  to  a 
neighbouring  fanner. 

Trade  re  use,  earth  closets  and  cesspools  are  cleared  by 
owners  or  tenants.  During  recent  years,  all  fixed  ashbins 

have  been  dispensed  with,  and  moveable  receptacles  provided. 
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°ANIT4P.T  ItFPSCTIOM  OF  TUB  A':iOt.  *CTIOM  TASK 
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S^QKB  ABATaL&HT, 

i^o  action  has  been  necessary  in  this  eonriection  during  the 
last  five  years. 

FKBT.lPff  M)  OOCUFillUMK  U1ICH  CAB  BK  OOimtOBuLD  BY  BYELAWS  uE 

PJSWUTlOiK. 

The  following  workshops  and.  workplaces  come  within  the 
operations  of  the  Factory  and  orks hop  Act  1901  :- 
B^i  chouses  7.  Printers  2.  Eresswakers  and  Tailors  12. 
Upholsterers  aid  Furniture  lakers  1.  Harness  I akers  2. 

Lotor  and  Cycle  nineers  not  employing  power  2.  matchmakers  4. 
Blacksmiths  3.  Bootmakers  and  Lenders  6.  .Plumbers  arid  Printers  6 
Builders  5,  laundries  3. 

Ho  premises  are  used  for  houses  let  in  lodgings,  offensive 
trades  or  lodging  and  accommodation  of  hop-pickers  etc.,  and  no 
regulations  are  required  here  under  Lection  18  (1)  of  the  Housing 

let  1925, 


rcHom; . 

ihe  sanitary  arrangements  and  water  supply  of  schools  are 
up-to-date  and  adequate.  Inspection  is  carried  out  from  time 

to  time. 


Housing. 

I ffiwSSAL  Housing  CQHS-ITiQHC. 

1.  & 2,  Luring  the  past  five  years,  alton  has,  in  common  with 
other  towns,  suffered  a dearth  of  new  houses  for  the  wording 
classes,  practically  none  of  this  class  having  been  erected  during 
that  ti  e,  although  a number  of  houses  have  been  built  by  owner- 

occupiers. 

The  Council  erected  six  houses  in  1920,  and  are  now 
building  38  houses  to  be  let  at  a rental  of  approximately  10/ 6d. 


7. 


per  week. 

3. 


3,  Uo  important  changes  in  population  have  taken  place  in 

the  lart  five  years,  and  none  is  anticipated  in  the  future. 


H oviMPXHjrm}, 

/.  considerable  amount  of  overcrowding  has  been  unavoidable 
during  the  period  due  to  the  causes  mentioned  above.  Some  of  this 
overcrowding  has  been  temporarily  caused  by  married  children 
living  with  parents  until  an  opportunity  arose  to  obtain 
accom  odation  elsewhere.  It  is  hoped  that  the  erection  of  the 

house0  previously  mentioned  will  effectually  deal  with  overcrowding 
but  should  this  not  be  the  case, the  Council  have  land  available 
for  the  erection  of  a further  26  houses. 

Four  serious  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with  in 
1925,  and  abated  after  service  of  statutory  notices. 

TIT  FITNXSK  OF  HOUSES, 

(1)  The  ganeral  standard  of  nousing  in  the  Urban  District  is 

good,  the  houses  being  soundly  constructed,  and  as  a whole  kept  in 
good  repair.  Four  back  to  back  houses  will  be  closed 

under  Actions  11,  14f  said  15,  of  the  Housing  Act  1925,  as  soon  as 
other  accommodation  is  provided  for  the  occupants.  The  defects 

found  t e ist  in  unfit  houses  were  principally  leaking  roofs  and 
damp  walls  caused  by  broken  guttering  or  defective  external 
plastering. 

The  internal  defects  v/ere  broken  flooring  and  plastering 
caused  for  the  most  part  by  careless  tenants, 

(2)  The  general  minor  repairs  required,  such  as  defective 
flushing  cisterns,  ...  C,  pans  etc. were  dealt  with  under  the  Tublic 
Health  acts,  while  structural  repairs  to  houses  were  carried  out 
by  tbe  owners. 

(3)  Ho  difficulty  has  been  found  during  the  period  under  review 
in  remedying  the  defects  in  houses,  the  owners  in  all  cases  readily 


3. 


complying  with  the  requirements  of  notices  served  within  the  time 
specified,  while  tenants  of  defective  properties  have  been  advised 
that  it  is  to  their  advantage  to  treat  with  care  the  property 
under  their  tenancy. 

(4)  The  water  supply  has  been  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the 
popul- tion  supplied,  each  house  is  provided  with  separate  closet 
accom  odatioi,  re  use  being  collected  and  disposed  of  weekly  as 
reviou^ly  reported  so  preventing  any  accumulation. 

TT  iio  complaints  have  been  received  as  regards  unhealthy 

areas,  ^nd  no  special  action  has  been  required. 

I TO  HQUSIft,TMiT,  ¥M),  SHBIS,  arc, 

revised  byelaws  relating  to  bew  street  and  Buildings 
are  in  process  of  adoption  by  the  Council  while  the  existing 
Byelaws  relating  to  tents,  vans  and  sheds,  provided  adequate 

control. . 

H CHSlflfiilL  M)  L1SCILLJHB0US. 

Bo  action  other  than  that  set  out  in  the  iieport  has  been 
found  necessary  in  connection  with  any  of  the  matters  mentioned 
under  this  heading. 


H0US1  Hli  STATISTICS  FuH  TUB  YKAR  1925. 

number  of  new  hours es  erected  during  the  year:- 

(a)  Total  30. 

(b)  .Vi th  state  assistance  under  the  Housing  Aets;- 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  - Hone. 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  - 29. 

I Unf i t Iw  ell inghous es . 

Inspection. 

(lj  xotal  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  ^ctsj 

(2)  Humber  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (inspection  of  District) 
Regulations  1910  or  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925. 

(3)  Humber  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation. 

(4)  Humber  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 
re  erred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head j found 
not  to  be  in  ail  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation. 

7T  Kemedv  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

1 ■ 1 - • — — • '■  ' — ■ ■■■''  ■■  ■ ■■  — ■»  1 ~ * "ini  1 

Humber  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered 

fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  or  their  cf  Dicers. 

lTT  action  under  Statutory  Rowers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  Housing  ^ct  1925. 

(1)  Humber  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 


147. 

57. 

none. 

43. 

21. 

22. 


10. 


(2)  dumber  of  dwellinghouses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices;- 

(a)  By  owners  22. 

(b)  By  L cal  Authority  in  default  of  owners  none. 

(3)  Number  of  dwe'i  lingbouses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close.  none. 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  dumber  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 

be  remedied.  3. 

(2)  dumber  of  dvellingbouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices*- 

(a)  By  owners  3. 

(b)  By  Local  authority  in  default  of  owners,  none. 

1L3P3CTIQH  AND  GUPLAViSiUN  OF  MX. 

(a)  ^ilk  Supply. 

The  milk  produced  within  the  Urban  area  is  of  a wholesome 
character. 

Cowsheds  are  regularly  inspected  for  cleanliness,  ventilat 
ion  etc.,  and  visits  are  made  during  milking  to  insure  that 
every  precaution  is  taken  to  prevent  contamination. 

Tairies  and  milk  stores  also  receive  regular  attention 
under  the  Jairies  Cowsheds  and  Ailkshopa  Order  1885.  The 
Council  also  have  regulations  controlling  Pairi es  and  Cowsheds 
as  regards  construction,  lighting,  ventilation  and  peneral 
cleanliness. 

Registers  are  kept  of  Producers  and  Retailers  of  iiilk 
under  the  1 ilk  and  lairies  i.mendment)  Act  of  1922. 


11 


fto  refusal  or  revocation  of  registration  has.  been 
necessary. 

Four  canes  of  I ilk  samples  reported  as  containing  a visible 

\ 

quantity  of  dirty  debris  have  been  investigated  immediately  upon 
receipt  of  the  complaint,  the  cause  ascertained  and  steps  taken 
to  prevent  recurrence. 


% 


( b)  Heat. 


(1)  Inspection  is  carried  out  from  time  to  time  of  places 
where  r eat  is  prepared  and  sold  and  of  meat  exposed  for  sale.. 
Notice  of  regular  hours  for  slaughtering  have  been  given  by  the 
occupiers  of  Slaughterhouses,  while  notice  is  also  given  of 
special  times  for  slaughtering  in  accordance  with  Sections  of 
the  Fubiic  iealth  ( .eat)  Regulations  1924,  and  inspection  at  the 
time  of  slaughter  is  carried  out  from  time  to  time.  wo 
arraugemen ts  have  been  made  for  marking  under  these  Regulations. 
1.0  cases  of  diseased  meat  have  been  found  during  1925,  but  during 
the  period  of  1921  - 1924,  196  lbs  of  beef  and  45  lbs  of  sheep 
carcase  found  to  be  tubercular  where  condemned,  removed  by  the 
Council  and  burned  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  tVorks* 

(2)  all  shops  and  stalls  in  the  Town  have  been  made  to  comply 
with  the  Fublic  nealth  (meat)  Regulations  1924. 

(3)  tfo,  public  Slaughterhouses. 

Private  Slaughterhouses. 

In  1920.  in  Jan.  1925.  In  Dec.  1925. 


Registered  4. 

Licensed  

Total  4. 


3. 


I* 

4. 


3. 

-L 

4. 


( c)  Other  Foods. 

inspection  of  food  exposed  for  sale  is  carried  out  and 


12. 
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every  care  exercised  to  prevent  risk  of  contamination, 

.jakehouses  are  regularly  inspected,  all  are  in  good 
sanitary  condition  and  are  regularly  limewhitened. 


KIF3CTI0DT  PISSASS)  QmMLLY. 

Dipt heri a . 

Turing  the  period  from  January  1st,  1920  - 1925,  47 
cases  of  iptheria  have  been  notified,  in  august  and 

September  192u  there  were  9 cases,  and  in  the  early  part  of 
1921  there  were  3,  The  largest  outbreak  started  in  October 

1921  and  continued  until  April  1922,  33  cases  occurred  during 
this  period. 

Since  then  the  Town  has  been  practically  free  from  this 
disease,  one  case  occurring  in  August  1922,  and  another  in 
November  1925. 

.’he  last  case  is  interesting  as  the  patient  was  admitted 
to  hospital  with  T iptheria  in  Tec  ember  1921,  when  she  was  re- 
admitted in  1925  it  was  found  that  a virrulent  type  of  bacilli s 
persisted  in  her  throat  for  three  months  and  only  disappeared 
after  her  tonsils  had  been  removed. 

j 11  cases  of  T iptheria  are  removed  at  once  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  Swabs  of  contacts  are  taken  and  examined  at  the 
County  Laboratory  at  m inches ter.  T iptheria  antitoxin  is  used 
promptly  in  all  cases  and  we  do  not  necessarily  wait  for  a 
positive  result  before  using  antitoxin,  A supply  of  antitoxin 
is  left  by  the  edical  Officer  of  Health. 

Very  few  cases  of  ..aleria  or  .Pneumonia  were  notified  after 
1919,  and  no  car  es  of  Ty sen  try  or  Trench  Fever.  Pneumonia 

seems  to  be  more  orevalent  in  the  Winter  and  Spring  when  the 
Influenza  epidemics  occur. 
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Mo  use  has  been  made  of  the  fchick  or  lick  tests  in 
liptheria  or  Scarlet  Fever. 

.;o  vaccinations  have  been  performed  by  the  edical  Officer 
of  Health  under  . ublic  Health  { mall  pox)  Regulation  1917. 


fear let  Fever. 

43  cases  of  this  disease  occurred.  They  were  all  of  a 

mild  type  exce  t one  which  terminated  fatally  in  dune  1922.  One 
outbreak  lasted  from  September  1920  to  December  1921,  22  cases 
being  spread  out  over  this  period.  All  the  cases  were 

removed  to  the  isolation  Hospital  except  three  which  were  isolated 
at  Fore. 


dnteric  Fever. 

Two  mild  cases  were  notified  in  1924.  One  was  removed  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  other  which  developed  J essies  was 
nursed  at  home.  All  the  contacts  were  inoculated  against 
Typhoid. 


Varicella. 

Several  cases  in  1923  when  this  disease  was  made  notifiable 
locally,  again  in  the  end 4*  of  1924  and  beginning  of  1925. 

Jumps.  in  January  1920. 

. hooping  Cough. 

larch  1921.  Again  in  iipril,  ay  and  .June  1923. 
One  death  from  this  disease  occurred  in  1923. 

another  epidemic  among  infants  September  - 1 ecember  1925. 


14. 


Meas Its . 


n eoidemic  occurred  in  June,  July  and  August  1920.  A large 
number  of  children  were  attended  and  the  Schools  were  closed. 

A second  epidemic  occurred  in  April  and  lay  of  1924  and 
the  Schools  were  closed.  One  death  was  caused  by  this  disease. 


Influenza. 

This  disease  attacks  the  Town  each  Spring  and  the  epidemic 
usually  lasts  from  Tecember  or  January  to  April.  In  1921  and 
1925  there  i*as  a second  outbreak  of  a milder  character  in 
f e Member. 

in  1920  and  1921,  19133,  the  attacks  were  mild,  but  in  1922 
there  were  £ deaths  attributable  to  influenza  and  again  in  1924 
.nother  serious  attack  wasresponsible  for  4 deaths. 

In  1925  there  was  a severe  outbreak  and  although  no  deaths 
were  directly  caused  by  influenza,  4 deaths  were  caused  by 
bronchitis  and  2 by  pneumonia. 

The  teachers  at  the  Council  "chools  give  great  assistance 
by  notifyin  ; to  the  edical  Officer  of  Health  as  soon  as  a number 
of  pupil3  are  absent,  stating  as  far  as  possible  the  cause.  The 
i edical  Of.  icer  then  visits  the  school  in  question  and  excludes 
certain  pupils  or  closes  the  schbol  as  he  thinks  best. 

ilooros  and  articles  that  have  been  exposed  to  infection  are 
disinfected  by  the  Council  immediately  on  receipt  of  notice  from 
the  2 edical  Officer  of  Health.  I isinfection  is  carried  out 
b;  means  of  a Formalin  Lamp. 


15. 


r* 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISBJGBS  DURING  1925 


Total  Cases. 

Cases  admitted. 

Deaths. 

notified. 

to  Hospital. 

carlet  Fever. 

12. 

10. 

— 

Diotheria 

1. 

1. 

• 

Puerperial  Fever, 

1. 

1. 

1. 

erysipelas. 

4* 

- 

**  • 

Varicella. 

8. 

. ■ ..r--  * . 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis.  4 Hew  cases  of  Pulmonary.  notified. 

4 " " ’’  Hon  Pulmonary. 

3 deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  one  from  Hon  Pulmonary. 


Lumbers.  Deaths. 


Pul. 

non. 

Pul. 

Pul* 

Hon 

• PUi. 

Age  Periods. 

y 

E 

fj 

M. 

F* 

: . 

P. 

0. 

1. 

1. 

5. 

X • 

15. 

1. 

to 

o 

• 

2. 

1. 

45. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

65  $ over 

1. 

1. 

Totals. 

1. 

Jl U 

4. 

1. 

2U 

1* 

0.  V.  Payne.  l.B.  B.  Ch. 

L.O.H.  Alton  Urban  District 

Council. 


